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Conestoga Simmentaler Bulls 

Graeme and Margi Currin +27 82 893 8147 

GC1425 Conestoga Dane Res Snr Champion Royal Show 2018. 

Our Royal Show string this year consisted of just one Simmentaler bull! Ian had appendicitis and 

was booked off all strenuous activity's including all his sports such as cattle and horse wrangling. 

This meant that he couldn't train and compete in the Weston Mini show and qualify to show at 

the Royal Youth show. They allowed him to take part provided he could take one of his own ani-

mals. This worked out well because Ian and Dane not only won a ribbon in the main Simmentaler 

show but won second overall in the cattle section of the youth show as well. Dane is now in the 

Free State working as the chief herd sire in the Excelsus Simmentaler herds. 

These are three of last years young guns. Top left is Conestoga Dante and middle is Conestoga 

Matteo. I have calves from both and both were sold to Shaun Muir of Kokstad. Top right is our 

latest Simmentaler sire Conestoga Zurainne who has sixteen cows in calf to fall in spring 2018. 
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Pietermaritzburg Royal Show 2018. The Maritzburg Royal show has always been good to us and is one of our favourite shows. This 

year was one of our more successful forays into the show circuit. Ian took part in the youth show that brings many farming kids from 

all over the province to test their farming knowledge against the rest. You can show rabbits, chickens, goats, sheep, beef and dairy 

cattle during this week. We always take part in this competition through and as a part of Weston College. This year they had trials at 

Weston to select the school show team. They then put the Weston school kids against the rest of the kids in an annual competition 

which Weston usually wins and did again this year. The cattle program is quite intense with a washing exam, a show preparation 

exam, a written exam and then showmanship. Ian with Dane came second overall once all the dust had settled and was beaten by a 

girl with a dairy heifer. Ian said that it was cool because she is cool and that she had beaten the Weston kids and everybody else for 

the last three years running. They then went on and won the Res Senior champ Simmentaler in the main show. We also won with 

unbelievable luck the ewe with lamb raffle at the Weston stand.    

Pietermaritzburg Royal Show 2018 
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The Conestoga Simmentaler Herd walking. 

The Conestoga Cattle Operation. 

We have had one of the most exciting and nerve wracking summers at Thornham with the arrival of the Devon 

Bank Simmentaler Stud. They arrived in January just in time for the greatest blue tick onslaught. The adaptation 

from their native Eastern Cape has been harsh but we seem to have prevailed and also made some progress with 

them. We had to wean a lot of the calves early as their mothers were suffering and losing condition so this puts a 

lot of pressure on the system with a lot more feed and hay bales used to keep these calves growing and to keep 

their dams in condition. We have had to trade mealies with our neighbour, repayable when our next crop comes 

in. The calves are looking ok but far off where they should be whereas their dams are looking really good. We 

got around sixty of the eighty eight cows back in calf and have AI’d the not in calf ones to the very best bulls 

available. These will then calve in May next year. We will cover these cows with our two super sires Conestoga 

Honey Biscuit and Zurainne. 

It takes a long time for cattle to come in production in a farming setup with our own Thornham cattle covering 

all their costs for almost a year before they realize any income. 

The Conestoga Simmentalers achieved a 93% conception and our new Simbra stud achieved 92% so they ap-

pear to be finally adapted and firing on all their cylinders. 

Our commercial cows also showed a good conception. Our winter calves are beautiful and we have around fifty 

of them so far. 
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Conestoga Sale Bulls 2018 

GC1421Conestoga Dallas.  

Dallas is a paternal half brother to Conestoga Dane 

that won the Res Senior Champion the Royal show this 

year. They are both Salerika Browser sons and Dallas is 

bred from Sanjika Riekie. This is a hard no nonsense 

bull that has travelled the tough road here at Thorn-

ham farm. We used both Dallas and Dane in our herds 

and now offer Dallas as part of our on farm sales.  

GC1519 Conestoga Hagen.  

Hagen is a very neat hard young bull with a masculine atti-

tude showing good hindquarter and moves very well. Hagen 

is bred from Sanjika Honey Bear who in turn was a Kyksim 

Honeymoon son. This bull has in his paternal pedigree the 

old Intsizwa Billy herd sire that won a Royal Show gold cup 

for the late Jack Bastard. His dam, Excelsus Dikali has Fran-

sim Dikali in her pedigree and was one of the most beutiful 

cows I have ever seen. Hagen sells off the farm in Kokstad. 

GC1516 Conestoga Zaheer. The combination of the 

super sire and National Champion Leeupoort Zagreb 

with one of our best ever cows has produced Conestoga 

Zaheer. His dam INA0920 Sanjika Tamarin 6 also has 

produced our best Conestoga Dante son called Cones-

toga Dakota and our top seller INA1210 Sanjika Cos-

mo.  We used this bull on our stud heifers this year. 

Zaheer will be offered at the Cedarville bull sale at the 

end of August 2018 

GC1421 Conestoga Dallas (Sire Verified) 

GC1519 Conestoga Hagen ( Sire Verified) 

GC1516 Conestoga Zaheer (Parent Verified) 

BM+0.1 200 +13 400 +23 600 +24 Milk +3 

BM+2 200 +14 400 +18 600 +21 Milk +2 

BM+1.5 200 +19 400 +27 600 +35 Milk +6 
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Conestoga Sale Bulls 2018 

VLB15205 Vlensburg Lama.  

Lama is a super quality bull that was bred by Hennie 

Viljoen from Parys. We purchased Lama at foot with 

his dam Vlensburg Liza. Lama’s sire is Salerika Orion 

who hails from the old Salerika Cesman. Lama is a very 

deep bull with a good head and has ample breadth. We 

offer Lama at the Cedarville bull sale at the end of Au-

gust. 

GC1657 Conestoga Quinton.  

Quinton is our very first homebred Conestoga Simbra 

on sale! We registered our Simbra Stud in 2015 with 

the purchase of around twenty of the old Excelsus Sim-

bra cows. One of them, Excelsus Mia 2 dutifully calved 

to Quatro-Pro Quinton who was a National Champion 

and gave us Conestoga Quinton. We offer Quinton on 

the Cedarville sale August 2018. 

GC158 Conestoga Forge.  

Forge is another hard, handsome Conestoga bred bull 

with a National Champion for a sire in Havensim Fen-

ton. Forge is also from the Excelsus Dikali dam line 

that bred Conestoga Hagen. Forge is a good hard no 

nonsense bull that will do well in a commercial enter-

prise. 

 

GC158 Conestoga Forge (Parent Verified) BM+2 200 +14 400 +13 600 +19 Milk +1 

GC1657 Conestoga Quinton BM+3.5 200 +27 400 +34 600 +47 Milk +1 

VLB15205 Vlensburg Lama (Sire Verified) BM+2.8 200 +15 400 +21 600 +27 Milk +1 


