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The 2016/17 cattle year has by far been our most exciting with Conestoga showing cat-

tle at the Royal Show for the first time, the arrival of many new calves, the birth of our 

first Thornham grand daughter calf, the arrival of another twenty two free state cattle, 

The establishment of the Trading Post, our first internet production sale, the arrival of 

the Devon Bank Simmentaler Stud and the almost doubling in beef prices. Our cattle 

from the Free State have now finally adapted to life at Thornham and are more red wa-

ter salted and have produced some awesome calves for us.  

2018 also is shaping up to be a most interesting year with our impending move down 

to Thornham. We will still be consulting and running the Excelsus Bonsmara and Sim-

mentaler studs for Hennie De Lange but will then have way more time to build the 

Thornham enterprises 



An Exciting day at Thornham!. 

The Devon Bank Simmentaler Stud makes Conestoga Farming their home. 



What a day!  

On Margie and my twentieth wedding anniversary the three trucks rolled into Thornham. Twenty 

years ago our original wagon rolled up the same road carrying our wedding party & pulled by six 

oxen . This time it was two double Dekker trucks from Fryslyn Farm owned by our great mate and 

school friend  Barry Veenstra and the truck and trailer owned and driven by Mike Fits-Henry. We 

offloaded the Devon Bank Simmentaler stud of Mike and Craig Fitzhenry. 

We have amalgamated our Conestoga Simmentaler stud with the Devon Bank Simmentalers. 

The Devon Bank Simmentalers have been built up for around fifteen years and the Fitshenrys can 

be very proud of the quality they have bred and achieved. 

The stud originated from cattle purchased from the Blinkbou Simmentaler stud and quality ani-

mals have been bred using top bulls. The polled factor is strong as is the fertility of the cattle. 

I don’t know if Thornham farm has ever seen such beautiful animals.  I just love them!    



Our fledgling Simbra stud in improving rapidly and is being fed by the original Thornham commercial herd, the commercial Free 

State cattle and the twenty or so registered Simbras that came from the old Excelsus Simbra stud. All these cattle were bulled  

to Conestoga Simmentaler pure bred bulls as we didn't have any worthwhile Simbra herd sires. This some breeders call back-

crossing and employ the tactic to establish a good base female that  they then can breed Simbras with. Our retained Simbra 

heifers are really something to look at. Most of them are first cross or base Simbra and the first batch are ready for the bull this 

year. They are sired by bulls such as Conestoga Pepper, Dane, Dante, Hunter, Honey Biscuit, Honey Bear and Exxon. We now 

are bulling them to Excelsus Ash and Aco. These two arrived with the Excelsus cattle as calves and have grown into two fine 

bulls.  

Ash is a polled Excelsus Aegean calf that is sired by one of the Excelsus National champ bulls Excelsus Penzance who is in turn 

bred from PRR Prevail and Excelsus Sally who has Wisp Will Zane and Excelsus Galen in her bloodline.  

Excelsus Aco is a Quattro Pro Quinton son that was also a National Champion for Foeta Louwrens and the Quarto group. This is a 

beautifully bred youngster with LMC Full House, RX Platinum and Rumba genetics in his bloodlines. Aco’s grand dam Quatro Pro 

Quinette was also a many times champion. Both these are both purebred and will then breed our first F1 Simbra females from 

our appendix A homebred females.  

The bull pictured below right is Sanjika Honey Biscuit who has bred himself straight into the stud herd care of his stunning Sim-

bra and commercial calves. He is a Kyksim Honeymoon son from the beautiful Sanjika Hand bloodline. 

 



We also welcomed a super little polled bull called Conestoga Galen. This calf is the grandson of Excelsus Galen that was one of my 

greatest breeding and show bulls. We bred him from Excelsus Athu, a polled Diana’s Dynamite daughter. Our first calf born from 

our Simbra upgrade program is from the old Thornham cow that is now the beginning of the Ava Gardner bloodline. Her daughter 

has now her first calf, a young heifer calf with the same name. The latest Ava will be then our first Thornham bred F1  

It must be mentioned that both Ash & Aco got very sick with one or more of the many ailments that the Thornham environment 

brings and both would have died if not for the care received from Eileen and her team. 

Our young simmentaler herd suffered the most with the adaptation from the Free State and I am hoping that we are over the 

hump where that is concerned. We have ten bulls for sale in 2018 having sold six bulls this year. Our young heifer group that is 

being covered by Conestoga Zurainne was voted best looking herd at Thornham when Ian snr looked at them in November. We 

also brought back Sanjika Honey Biscuit who bred stunning Simbra calves in our commercial herd the last two years. I am hoping 

he does the same with the Simmentaler herd. Honey Biscuit is our last Kyksim Honeymoon son from one of dad’s oldest and best 

female bloodlines, Hand. Hand is largely bred from the Intsizwa stud of Jack Bastard and has Jack’s last two great stud bulls 

namely Intsizwa Billy and Bulk en Brul Marloe in her bloodline. Conestoga Zurainne is bred from Leeupoort Zagreb that is a SA 

National Champion and breeder of champions bred from the Mont Beau Regina bloodline. We are also giving Conestoga Zaheer, 

another Zagreb son a run with heifers this year. Zaheer is bred from Sanjika Tamarin another main stay cow in the Sanjika studs. 

We welcomed two new bloodlines to Conestoga with Conestoga Rocket bred from LRX HP Rocket from Canada and Conestoga 

Vivian bred from KOP Agassiz 31S.We also have good calves from the Salerika Browser sons Conestoga Dante and Dane. 



 

2017 A Good Cattle Year 

Our commercial herd at Thornham is a source of great pride for Eileen as these were the first cattle that we start-

ed there with. Among these are beautiful Brahman crosses and a whole lot of polled brown cows that really have 

taken to our breeding systems. We are reaping great quality heifers for our Simbra stud from these and they are 

going to make stunning mature cows. We are  using Conestoga Hunter, Exxon, Doogle and Vlensburg Lomu with 

this herd this season and hope to reap more good calves from them. 

Conestoga Simmentaler Cross Winter Weaners 



 

Ian Currin snr has a number of studs, both Simbra, Simmentaler and Droughtmaster for which he markets, advises and con-

sults. He came up with a plan to market sales and or individual animals and 2017 saw our very own first Internet sale for Con-

estoga Simmentalers. We, in partnership with Livestock 24 held the first auction in August with the two cracker bulls Conesto-

ga Matteo and Dante. Thanks to Shaun Muir for buying both these fine bulls 

We achieved R30000 for each of them and a solid start to marketing our cattle. We also marketed Simmentaler bulls for Alford 

Simmentalers and marketed the LP Becker sale for Leon Becker, the Oos Vrystaat Sale for the Erasmus brothers, Simbra’s for 

Poerie Van Rooien and a number of other sales. Conestoga also sold a number of bulls out of hand and thanks to Cornelius 

Rossouw for buying Conestoga Pepper and Honey Star, Frik Steyn for Noble Joe and Attie Booisens for Conestoga Emblem. 



 

Thanks be to God on high for all of our blessings and for the privilege of working in such a beautiful place with such fine people 

and animals. 


